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Prof. Walter F. Clayton,Instructor at St.
John s College,Annapolis,Will Competein Transatlan-
tic Race of bmall
Boats for Cup Offeredby King Albertof Belgium.

ANNAPOLIS. Md.. February 19. 19il.

WOULD like the adventure

] that just such a trfcp will
1 offer." said Walter F. ulayton,

who holds the-'chair of chemigtryin the faculty of St. John's Colfle£e,in talkine of his application to
enter his seventy-one-foot yacht in
the transatlantic race in competition

PROF. CLAYTON OF ST. JOHN'S
COLLECR, ANNAFOL1S, WHO HAS
BNTKRKD THE TRANSATLANTIC
RACE FOR SHALL BOATS.

for the cup "which Albert, king -of the
Belgians, has offered, the race to take
piace.some time this summer?-'

"I am highly enthusiastic over it."
he continued, "and am ready to

launch preliminary plans for*the Jaunt
just as soon as I receive more informationas-ho the .details of thepro.'i.

» «* ->...

when he:
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vzl' * * H. fLAGETT.
OWtNG to a decided, diversity

of opinion as to the relative
merits of their respective
entries. Intensified by an unwarrantedunpleasant personaI_ feeliifthat had developed between their

admirers and partisans, no' -racing;
event occurred during "the latter part
of the nineteenth century thaccaused
more Interest and enthusinin in
American sportdom than the special
sweepstakes between August Belmont'sHenry of Navarre, James R.
Keene's Domino and K. L. (Ducky)
Baldwin's Key SI Santa, Anita, run ti

bheepshead Bay September 11, 1895.
As that exceptionally brilliant racingseason -was ui» u.g lo i.a ciose.

a reason noted tor tne class 01 the
entrants tnai had participated, intrudedin which were sucu noUuie
performers, oesides ine above mentionrd.as Kequ.ual, One 1 Dove,
Clifford. Dorta... Sir tVailer and otntll.lllfkil.b 'nn/t foot ro
V« ar.-4 UIIIVI a Ml » ituvn uuu -%»gardingttie proposed match race
which wduld crown the victor king
( the American turf.
There was inucn discussion- and

#many hitter worua passed, but when,
on September t>. Byron McClelland,
acting for Messrs. Belmont and Baldwin.signed an agreement with Mr.
Ketne and his son Koxhall for the
special sweepstakes, the racing fraternity«f the country breathed a sigh
of relief.
At first it Vns thought that H. L.

Rose, a comparatively newcomer,
would add his brilliant Bramble.
Duchess horse. Clifford, to this galaxy
of champions, but at the last minute
|ie decided not to. The terms of the
agreement called for m sweepstakes
at one mile and a furlong, $1,000
with $500 added. An added clause
stipulated that a second race be run
between the same horses a! the fall
meet of the Brooklyn Jockey Club at
Cravesend.

* * ** .

a S the three participants were ail
it T"r-- ,r-.

four-year-olds. they were scheduledto carry 1?; pounds. Henry of

Navarre was By Knight of Kllers'.ieWossRose; Domino, by Himyar-NannieGray, and sire and dam of Rey K1

£anta Anita were Sceviot and Alaho.
lalttle "Soup" Perkins was selected to
ride Mr. Belmont's horse; Kred Taral,
the stable jockey, piloted Domino,
while "Willie" Simms had the "leg
up" on Rey HI Santa Anita.
It was expected that a great multitudewould see this contest between

the acknowledged-leaders of the season'sstars, but while New York was

"jammed" with visitors drawn to the
c.ty to witness the Defender-ValkyrieIII yacht races, not more than
12.000 persons were in attendance at
the track. Those who were fortunate
enough, however, to look down from
the most picturesque granasiana in

the east, saw something that day that
was worth while remembering to tell
to their children-.a memorable and
stirring contest with neither accidents.fouls nor interference to mar
the struggle or affect the result.
The Mubhouse was uncomfortably

crowded with New Tork's smartest

,
set. thff fashionably dressed women of
which, with their exaggerated puffed
sleeves said huge hats propped on the
top of their heads would doubtless
cause a ripple of laughter If seen

by the extremists of fashion in the
lemlntne world Thptfaj'.'
On thejawn e^ery notable turfman

eould be found, for .the race was

measurably a sectional one.Henry ol
Itavsrre Wad Rey-EI Santa Anita,
backitd by the west and south, whih
the mighty-Domino was rupported by
the unswerving devotion of the east.
Down in the-betting ring more than

1£0 professional betters sat. pfrched
high on their stools, showing- an unusualsir of expectancy, Each layer
of-odd* ttcld'lor hja hand a.pasteboard
slip On wfcinlrwere writtm the prices
offdhdd .agatnst the different horses
and-on this- slip Domino was quoted
it -t- Lo 3:'Henry of Nararee. 7 to 5
and Rey El Santa Anita. 2'i to 1
It was evident, though, that not ope

of these cared to bet. They were all
..waiting for the appearance of one
man. Along the aisles that separated
theae makers of odds there ran the
question. "Has Riley Grannan bet or
Vararre yet?"

Jt was s matter of some importance
V»«~4 <«v >.t%

I -

X)N MAN ,1
vfTER BIG T

W ..: ;.T 7.. I

r 'v.. -V,. ' ft f' v' >:

»
*"

^
''' 1 - >'

''';-r.|fv,;«'-. I j
r V I A

v. ;> v , ^t| §J > »:.: :&{ \ 3k. - <
; v ask>- ... >

' MCT
' I ft
I

bbsI
:: '"n

*j!!fi ifij" B

...- \/ -

.->.%. <: <:^c./__V <: »"<

.'' * .'' *' -" %?? »- -,; ;< '"
S>/ * '-r ..' * .:J^Jk--:-.;^--'-^ ''..*x*.

THE SIESTA. 'PROF. tLAYTOX-S VK

posed race from the Belgian consul jgeneral at Sew York."
On Tuesday a week ago Prof. Claytonwasxthe first to enter his auxiliaryvacfk Siesta, which is only

thirty-two tons and 6eventy-one feet ]
over all. She is the smallest boat
ever entered in a cross-ocean race.
Prof. Clayton mailed his entry in a
communication to Pierre Mali, Belgianconsul general at New York,
which reidt

"Annapolis. Md.:
"Hon. Pierre Mali/consul general of

Belgium. No. 25 Madison avenue,
New York city. N. Y.
"Dear Sir: In reference to the pro-"-i

posed transatlantic race for sailing
yachts for King AlWert's cup. I de-

I sire to enter the yacht Siesta: 1 shall j
thank you for full information con-

I' cerning the matter. ,

"Respectfully, i
_"W. F. CLAYTON'" .

Prof» Clayton is a native of Wash- h
infrton, D. C. His rather is dead. His
mother: Mrs. Mary P. Clayton." lives '
In St. Douis. Mo. He Is thirty-jive
years old, a graduate of Columbia
*

NRY OF NA*
\ , 1.4,
I to the "chalkers" of that period
whether Grannan bet or did not bet,
and if he backed Navarre, as had ;
been predicted he would, the public
could be given Domino at a larger

i price, and if he did not back the son
oSthe Knight ofjJSUerslfe the gentle-
men oa the high stools might be com-

r <«_ J .. .- 1-- a it hnlfl. -1
yciicu IU maivtr a gamuK; «.

ing the horse themselves, something
they were none too desirous of doing. |
Considerable "nibbling" by what Is j

known to the racing fraternity as 11
"one-timers" had been, going on for

1 fifteen or twenty minutes, when sud-
denly a whisper went down the line, <

I Just as the wind ripplA thfough. the
J fields of grain, "Grannan's gone to j
Navarre!"
Down at the extreme end of the j

betting inclosure a young smooth-|i
faced man moved briskly along with I
a crowd of eager followers hanging
close to his heels. He moved with
businesslike precision, and acted like
a man who knew what he was doing.

J Reaching "Joe" Ullman. veteran of
more than 100 big betting rac;s in i
the country, and admitted to be<one|
of the most daring gamblers of the
time, he stopped.
"I want Navarre. Joe. What are th- 1

odds?" I
"I'll lay you 6 to 5 foe $5,(100," re- '

plied Ullman. »j
"Make it $10,000. Joe." said Grannan. i
"Very well; $12,000 to $10,000 " UU- I

man called out to hlg clerk. *

"Twefity thousand. Joe," urged j
"Grannan.

' TKa hAAirmairdr husitfl'tpfl for a min- 1
(lte. and then readied, "Twelve thou- j
sand is enough to lose- to the race, 11
Klley." and the plunger passed hur-
riedly on to "Ike" Thompson, and
after a similar scene with him .pro-
ceeded to make the rounds at the bet-
ting inclosure until he was tired.

*** *

THEN he walked out on the lawn to
watch the finish, and. in answer to

a friend who had intimated that he'd
heard Orannan had bet heavily on
the race, coolly replied, "I stand to
pull down $60,000 if Navarre wins."
Away front the maddening rush of

the ring and the babble of the grand-
stand, out in the quiet paddock, where
fhe sunshine darting through the:
branches of the trees played hide jand Seek on the cool green grass, the
horses strode silently around under!
the long sheds.', objects of great in-]
tegest to their many admirers. j
Eittle- Byron McClelland, trainer of

Henry of Navarre, was happy and j
confident "BilUe" Lakeland, the!
Keene overseer, and Jockey Fred'
Taral were certain of success and i

I said as much to Mr. Keene and' hie '

'
son. whiie 8am Hildreth. who looked-i
after the Interest of the notorious'!
"rogue." Rey El 8anta Anita, kept!
silent and glum. This moody animal.)
|one-of the worst "ih-and-outers" of
his day. was a horse of many moods.

(
When-not ridden by one of the cracks!

! of the turf he would raise so much j
j trouble at the post that more than
once Ms field had gone on and left!

; him standing.
The bugle sounded, and ii) a few ;

minutes Henry of Navarre passed
through the paddock gates on to the,'
track and galloped slowly down past;
the judges' stand, his golden chest
nut coat glistening in the rays of |

1 «nn. a new snrine to
IIIC ailti MW« . - .» .

his stride, which showed hi* Condi- !
tion. He was a grand-looking ani-i

j ma) and, when the thousands in the

stand* cheered and he turned his in- |
telligent heid toward them he look-j
ed what he was. true type of the:
thoroughbred. bright and" clean-!
lithbed.
Domino followed shortly after and j

the ovation the admirers of the!
mighty black horse gave him 'was j
one long to be remembered.
Rey K1 Santa Anita was the last to

leave the paddock, heavy hooded and'
i wearing a strap around his neck to
keep him from wind-sucking.
A* nA*i U.nrv of Isfavarre had i
#-» v Hi*' K"ov ^ |

the rajj. with the California liorse
second and Domino on the outside, j
There was only a short delay, and;
then Starter "Jimmy" Uowe caught*
them in line and let Ills flag' drop. The]
biic race was on.

Before the Judges" stand was j
reached Taral had sent Domino to!
the front, and in the first fifty yards t
the son of Himyar was two lengths
before his held. Behind him came
Henry of Navarre, with little Perkinslooking anxious, and last of all
was Rey El Santa Anita.
They had hardly passed "the first

furlong pole when the D.omlno baek1ers let out a cry of dismay. Henry
of Ifavarre in a dozen strides had
slipped by him and the black demon
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SSEI, AT HER AXXAPOMS DOCK.
IX I.KXtiTH.

L'niverslty. N. Y.. and lias been a
member of the faculty of'St. Julio's
College for the last four years. He
taught at the San Krancisco Medical
relieve for several years before
coming: to Annapolis. In addition
t o a master of arts degree from
Columbia. Prof. Clayton holds a descree-of medical doctor from Birmingham(Ala.l Medical College and doctorof civil law from Hamilton Col-
lege of Law at Chicago.
His yacht, the Siesta, though seventy-onefeet long. Is only forty-live*

feet on the water line. It is fifteen
and one-half feet beam an has a
draft of abput eight feet five inches.
The craft is of the yawl-rigged aux-
iliary type, having a three-cylinder,
eighteen-horsepower engine. Prof.
Clayton regards the boat as capable
of weathering some mighty rough
conditions. The boat was purchased
about two years ago from Maitland
Alexander of the New York Yaolit
Club. It was originally built for
cruising ,in Maine waters and is well
decked over.

Prof. Clayton says be has already
mscusBeu- in a. leniauvf way
proposed race. He says he would

/ARRE BEA'
had apparently broken down, but beforetheir groans had echoed across
the track.'Domino had again stood
off his.rivals and was speeding like
the wind'down the backstretch twp
lengths in front and going along
easily.
The pace was growing faster as

?ach pole was passed. The Navarre!
adherents looked blue as tbey noted
the smooth, frictionless stride of
Domino rushing by the painted poles
over there onMhe backstretch like)
a black shadow, while two lengths
behind him Perkins was pushing and
oaxing the favorite to nang closer
to Domino.

It certainly looked like the Keene
horse would win easily. Two'lengths
behind Navarre was poor Key EI
i^an'a Anita, hopelessly oeaten. oimiu.drivinghim along just to keep
wlthhi "Speaking distance" of the
leaders.. ;

All 'hi*' way up the backstretch.
round the far turn, past the six-fur-
long pole, the seven-furlong pole, the
mile pole, Domino still held his lead junchallenged.

It was only » quarter of a mile
to the Judges and a broad gap of
daylight separated the blacTi horse
from hifl pursuers. Rvery D( uiino

enthusiast ifl the stands was cheeringthe" favorite.
Then, 'suddenly, a shrill voice rose

above the claroor, "Rook at Navarre
come!"

* * * *

tNTO the stretch came Domino with
the Belmont horse still a good length

away. But the great chestnut was at

last roused. With his long neck stretchedout, his eyes blazing with fire of battle.all his sluggishness departed. Henry
of Navarre came down upon his rival
with irresistible speed. /»

At the furlong pole Taral glanced over
his' shoulder and saw the chestnut at his
saddle skirts. Then the "Dutchman"

j

I Handkerchie
THE handkerchief in an exceed-

lngly old article or accessory
of dress, but it was the spread
of the tobacco habit, and the

snuff-taking habit in particular,
which brought fame and popularity to*
the handkerchief and diverted it to
the use to which it is now generally
put. The English called it a hand-
kerchief because it was a kerchief
used in the hand. A "kerchief" was
a cloth worn over the head, and "kerchief"Is the English rendering of two
French words, "couvre," to cover, and
"chel." or "head." So, "couvre-chel"
meant "head-cover."
boon after introduction into Europe

of tobacco from America the taking
of snulT became fashionable, and the
rich, luxurious or dainty people of
the British Isles began to use the
kerchief to cover their jiosvs as they
sneezed, and they called the little
piece of cloth, gauze. silk or lace a
'handkerchief." *

The little, spuare of goods has been
carried for many centuries, but in
the very olden time.that is, in the
time of the classic Greeks and Romans.Itwas carried principally as
an ornament, and before the days of
Greece It was carried by rich and
lofty Persians both as an ornamental
article of dress and as a useful bit
of cloth with which to wipe moisture
from the brow.. The French word for
' handkerchief! is "mouchoir," and
that noon was made from the French
verb "moucher." which meant to wipe
a child's nose or to snuff a candle.

It Is related In old chronicles that
'Ha grande mademoiselle." the niece
of Louis XMI. had her handkerchiefs
adorned with spftiys of heliotrope and
.tied with mauve ribbons. &(mc. do
Barry had a handkerchief on which
her name was embroidered in preciousstones. Marie Antoinette had
a handkerchief which was a square
of the rarest lgce. oyer which splendid
pearls were scattered, and meshed
with the iace. and it is said (hat a
mate to that handkerchief was in possessionof Mme. du I.amhalle, who
suffered the same fate as the queen.
Among extravagant and luxuriant

persons of the sixteenth century in
France and Italy handkerchiefs were
embroidered with armorial bearing
wrought In precious stones, and the
custom Of embrolderlnc initials 011
handkerchiefs Is believed to. be 11
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carry a crew of three men. He would
act as master or the craft, anil John
Neff. forty-five years old, a' well
known Canadian waterman, now in
Washington, would be the "skipper."
AJr. NefT. he says, has already expressedhis anxiety to make the trip.
Clayton says he has another man in
mind to complete the crew for the
jaunt.
The yacht would he made ove.r considerably.Clayton says, in order to

place her in the best possible condi
tionfor the Journey.- He proposes .to

carry, as much spread of canvas as
the Vessel will stand, and in this
connection it is planned to convert
the Siesta into schooner rigging;.
Trof. Clayton is a man who leans
to the life of a rover, and since
bringing the yacht to ^nnapolis he
has spent much of his time during
the open months knocking about in
the waters of Chesapeake bay.
One of the conditions of the race

is that the engine of the Siesta will
have to be sealed, or else removed.
The professor says he would prefr
to have the engine sealed, so that
ip the event of an emergency it may
be used.

r DOMINO
went to work as only jie knew how. but
his efforts were useless.
At every stride the chestnut head

crept farther and /arther along the
black colt's side. Jv.-o hundred yards
from the fln'sh and Domino was leadinsby a neck, a hundred yards and
.the neck was the shortest of heads.
Tired little Perkins seemed to have
lost control of Henry of Navarre, The
great" thoroughbred was fighting the
battle himself, winning his own race

It was taking all that was in him
ito do it. and his own neck was,
stretched in his effort to pass Domino,but he did pass him, first thesmall,fiery head, and then the thin,
sinewy neck, until, when the judges
were reached, he had won by almost
half a length.
When he came back all dripping to

the stand with the blood mgrks on his
side he was cheered as no other horse
had been cheered in the east -for a

long time, and he had earned- it. for
he proved himself without question to
be -one of the bravest and most de
pcndable, one of the truest and most
gallant horses of his day.
That Henry of Navarre's victory was

merited was clearly demonstrated
: even days later, when, on September
ISj with Clifford and the Oneck's stable'sgame little campaigner. Sir Walteradded, he duplicated his perform

n I n .a
diur niiu a^d-iu uci caitu i^viiiuiu auu

Key el Santa Anita in the first specialrun at Gravesend. After a gruelingfight with Clifford in the stretch
he came on to win "going away."
Clifford finished second and Sir Walterthird, while Domino pulled up last.

Despite his two defeats .by Henry of
Navarre, Domino over occupied a
warm spot in the heart of his owner,
and those close to Mr. Keene have
said that the noted turfman thought
more of the big black than of any
other hoase he ever owned. When
the son of Himyar died the owner of
Colin. Sysonsby and many others had
a monument erected in his honor.

f of History -j
survival and modification of tl.<^
practice.
At one time handkerchiefs were of

many sizes and various shapes, and
the fact that handkerchiefs are now
square is attributed id an edict of Kiiq
l ouis XVI. promulgated, <.n Jacnan
J. 1785, that "the lcftigtli of handkerIchiefs shall equal tlfeir breadth henceIforth throughout ttie kingdoSi."

It is rplated in/jld chronicles that
the handkerchief has played a cer-
lain part in Kg4?iish politics. In 1745
handkerchiefs were stamped with the
portraits of the principal followers
of the young pretender as a means
of Riving publicity to these men and
aiding in their capture. It is related

j that some of the principals of the
I Stuart party caused handkerchiefs to
| be stamped with the portrait of
i George II. that his image might be
put to ignoble uses. In 1710 Queen
Anne had the text of an important
speech she had made to parliament
printed on handkerchiefs, that the
speech might gain wide circulation
and get into the homes of England.

Great Goers.
A GOVERNMENT official said at a

farewell dinner:
"My pleasant Job had only" one unpleasantfeature.the office seeker.
"Is there anything to compare with

office seekers? They're all alike, all
equally indefatigable. In fact. I have
never seen an office seeker yet who
didn't deserve to have- inscribed on
Ilia tnniholnnp thn Anitunh urhi^Vi nroo

once suggested for an office seker of
Paint Rock :
"'Here lies Herbert Maxwell, In the

only place for which he never applied,'"

Too Modest.
<»ttE is too modest."

A seator was analysing a politicianwhose career has thus "far
lacked success.
"It's a fault to be too modest." the

senator' went on. "A too modest
young actor once insented in a weeklyan advertisement tb' at brought no
answers. The advertisement raji:

" 'Wanted.Theatrical engagement;preferably small part.' such as dead
tody or shouts outside.\ "

iL- mu 1

WAKEFIELE
BORN, I

THE deathplaee and the tomb of |
G o o r g ^ Washington are

shrines visited by groups and
crowds <»f Americans each I

day. except on Sunday, for then the

gates are barred and a greater still
npss rests on Mount Vernon. If is not i
altogether becau.se -..Mount Vernon is

.so near to th" t'npital «lly that so

many go there to salute the memory
of Washington, om reason why we

do. or three reasons why we do, is!
that a steamboat lands then-, trolley
cars run there and an automobile |
road leads there.
For every thousand for perhapst

every ten thousand strangers who!
gaze reverently at the home wh« r

Oeorge Washington lived, at the J
chamber wherein he passed away and
at the tomb in which all that is mortal }
of him rests, not one man strays so
far away from the humming, throb-
bing world as the spot wh. re Wash
ington was born, where the bones o.
his ancestors lie ami where many of'
his kindred live. This is not because Jthat place lacks power to stir the
imagination, to call up sad but grate-
ful memories and to stimulate good
thoughts and patriotic resolves, it is
because the place where Washington'
was born requires much lime, much!
patience and sometimes a deal of
trouble and good luck to reach. No

.steamboat stops within miles of this
IM trrriMiiij* pilicc; IIKTC IS HO SlOHMI-
boat landing near ii; there is no trol-
lev line within sixty miles and the}
nearest steam railroad is about fifty
miles away, unless one considers the
branch Iitie of the Pennsylvania which
has its terminus on the Potomac river
at Popes creek in t'harl. S county, Md.'I'llat is about fifteen miles from the"place Where Washington wa.s horn.|
and on the other side of a very wide
river.
Until within a few years no good

"bad.no automobile road.has enteredthe region where Washington's
ancestors took up lands on their settlementin America, but now such a
road passes along: the northern neck
>>( Virginia, which is tlvat. long and
irregulaj* peninsula between the Rappahannockand Potomac.

5Je sje * *

rpHAT road leads between Fredericksburgon the south side of
the Rappahannock to Montross, county
seat of Westmorland, and in its
course through Westmoreland county,
the native counts of George Washington.passes within about a mile and
three-quarters of that great American's,birthplace. There is a proposalunder consideration for building a' spur from the trunk road leading)I1 down the "neck" which will connectthat road with Washington's birth-!place. Theh. uerharvs a. mn It ituri«*

| Americans may refresh their senti-
ments of country and of flag at a very' holy shrine.
The only practicable way of reachingiVashington's birthplace today is to

eave the public highway, which is anexcellent road, and pass along privateoads which lead through woods and
>ver fields. Traveling over these roads
s difficult in other than dry weather.The proposition of the people in Westmorelandcounty is that the United
States shall build this short road, the
landholders being willing to cede the iright of way. It should be borne in [mind that the United States spent a I
arge sum of money to make Wakefield I
lccessible to patriotic pilgrims. And
the government failed. It built a costlypier, which Potomac steamboats either
could not or would not use. It made a road,
perhaps a mile and a quarter or a mile
and a halt long, from that pier to the
tplendid monument which it built on the
-:ite of the birthplace house. The pier,which was never used by the public, has
disappeared, though very likely you maybe able to see long rows of pile stumps
at low water. And. of course, nobody
uses the road that the government built.
Far down the Potomac river, in Westmorelandcounty, Va., on a stretch of

nigh land, long an open field, but now
rrowing up in cedars, and between two
creeks.the upper called Bridges' and
he lower Popes, after landowners of

'.be early colonial age.stands a simple
white granite shaft erected bv the
t'nited States government and inscribed
"Washington's Birthplace." It stands
>n the site of the house, long ago a ruin,
n wlrich Washington was born. An
ron picket fence surrounds the monument.and against the fence, outside
ind inside, grow clusters of big bushes
tyhich bear sweet fruit in season. These
are the survivors of the fig bushes which
grew in the Washington garden and are
mentioned in some of the old chronicles.
Scattered through the surrounding turf
are bricks and smaller bits of native
jtope, once a part of the foundation
walls and chimneys of the Washington
house. The field of the monument is
billowed with old corn furrows, now
.covered with firm sod, on which cattle
graze and from which cedars and other
rees are springing. Old corn furrows
are wonderfully persistent, and some'imeshn this wonderful Potomac country,and, of course, also in the valley of
the Rappahannock and the yalley of the
PatujcenJ. one may see the trace of the
plow in woodland where timber has
grown tall and stout since the last corn
crop was cut.

>pHE Washington bithplaee house
was destroyed by fire, and it

seems not to be known when this
happened. The chimneys, or parts of
them, were standing within the
memory of man. Washington Irving,
in his "Life of Washington." written
between the years 1855-1859, made
the following references to the Wash- j
ington h-r.i":
"George, the eldest, the subject of

this biography, was born the 22nd of
February til o.s.), 1732, in the homesteadon Bridges creek. This house
commands a wide view over many
miles of the Potomac and the opposite
shore of Maryland. It had probably

'* *

*
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been purchased with the property and
was one of the primitive farmhouses
of Virginia. The roof was steep and
eloped down over low. projecting
eaves. It had four rooms on the ground
floor and others in the attic and an

immense cliimnejvat each end .Not
a vestige of it-remains. Two or three
decayed fig trees, with shrubs and
vines, linger about the place and here
and there a flower grown wild serves
to mark where the garden- has been.
Such at least was the case a few years
since, but these may have likewise
passed away. One stone marks the
site' of the house and an inscription
denotes its being the birthplace of
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Washington. This stono was placed
there by George Washington Parke
Custis. Esquire."
There is some testimony concerning

the chimneys and the t'nstis markei
other than that submitted by WashingtonIrving. Tn 1904 a. Star man

jotted down a little interview with
Capt. Barker of the steamboat Wakefield.then slowly nosing her way up
Mattox rreek to make a landing at
Wirt's wharf. Capt. Barker said:

"I was bom on a farm adjoining the
Washington-Wakefield property sixtyfiveyears ago. As a boy 1 used to playaboutthe ruins of the old house. There
was an old apple orchard near tjie ruins
and this was very attractive to myself
and the other bovs in the neighborhood.
I remember the atone marker put there
by Mr. Custis, and I recall with clearnessthat there was also a Washington
birthstone there at the time of the Custismarker. That birthstone was inscribedwith the date of Washington's
birth and with the names of hie parents.
It was a part of the inside wall of the
broken chimney. It was lightish-colored

.n » > y

r

f -,£ '< J.';.
\ tr.-x 4Oi'»y-:'

HAIL1

stone and I remember that as a boy,
I thought it was marble, and. therefore,
of great value. I have retainer^ the beliefthat this marker on the chimney
was marble, though, of course, it may
have been sandstone or limestone. 1
was a little boy when Charles Jett came
to live on the Waketleld farm, but I
remember him well. To my boyish mind
he was remarkable for two things. First,
because he cut down the old apple trees
which the boys called "'Jen. Washington's
orchard,' and second, because he pulled
down the only standing chimney, saying
that he needed some brick. When the
chimney was torn down the birthstone
was broken and the pieces were thrown
over in the clump of fig bushes nearby.
With other boys, I used to brush pway
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the leaves from these fragments and
speii nit; wuruw nidi were cniseieu in

them, -1 suppose these pieces of stone
have sunk under the mold and I be-
lirve I could go to the spot where they |
lay so long and perhaps they might be
dug up."

in 1813 the birthplace farm passed
out of possession of the descendants
of the immigrant John Washington.
In 1846 it was bought by John F.
Wilton of Anne Arundel county. Md.,
and he gave it to his son. John K.
Wilson, who married Miss Betty
Washington, a granddaughter of
William Augustine Washington, who
inherited ."Wakefield" frorr. his father.'
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| Augustine, who inherited it from his
father Augustine, who was the, father
inherited Wakefield from his father.
son has passed to another sphere and
his widow, one of the Popes creek
Washingtons. lives on the old farm in
a big house built by her husband and

L which stands, as memory serves the'
writer, about half a mile from the
tall monument which marks where
the Washington birthhouse stood.
The Star man has preserved an in-
terview he had with Mr. Wilson in
the summer of lf»04. He said: "I rememberthe Custis marker. It was
put in position in 1S13. while Mr.
Custis was living at Arlington. It
was a big bowlder of Potomac blue
stone and was probably quarried on
the Virginia side of the Potomac near
the present Aqueduct bridge. It was
taken down the river by schooner and
set' on the site of the Washington
homestead, then indicated by standingchimneys. The stone .was in
position when I came in possession
of Wakefield. A few years before
the civil war some colored men.
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'building their quarters in the neigh^
borhood, carried off this bi~ stone
and put it in position as a back for
an open fireplace. Mrs. Wilson (born
Elizabeth Washington) traced the
stone and compelled the marauders to
return it to the old house site. In the
handling it was broken in halves, but
the two pieces were taken back to
the site of the Washington home and j
set up again. Visitors chipped the
stone and carried away hundreds of
pieces of it as souvenirs, and during
the civil wat* the last vestige of the
Potomac blue stone that had been J
the Oust is marker disappeared."
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vegetation prove this, besides, there have been
unearthed fragments brick. glass and pottery.It is believed* that the first Washingtonmade his- home here. It may be that
the house overlooking Popes creek. and lookingout across the Potomac river may have
been built by Capt. Lawrence Washington, son
of the immigrant.
This farm.call it the Bridges creek

or the Popes creek farm, as you will.
was the property of John Washington.his son, Capt. Lawrence Washington.and his son. Augustine Washington.This Augustine died in 1743. 1
leaving several large tracts of land.

>N WAS
A VILLAGE
To his son Laurence he left a farm
«»n the Potomac between fJofrue run
and Hunting creek, which Uwrcncf
iiainnl Mount Vernon To hie non Au
jrustino he left the homestead on Popes
creek. To George. when he should
com*' of wjfe. he bequeathed the farm
on the K.ippahannoek opposite Fred
ericksburg The other children wer*
provided with farms. On the d^ath of
fhe second Augustine Washington th %

Popes creek farm passed by will to
Ins son, William Vugustine Washing
ton. and then to his son. George v 01

hin Washington.
i. i i .> < rfoi K** ' ornin nsninKrnu

sold the farm to John Gray of Staf
font county, who grave it to hi* son.
Atchison tJray. It was next sold to
Panicl Payne. Payne took the prop
orty in connection with other land*
and owed a balance on it of Jl.V'lC
Payne then sold the place subject to
this debt to. Henry T. Barnett. who
soon afterward removed from West
tnoreland county to Alabama. Th*»
farm was next sold to t'harles <\ Jett.
who lived there five or six years
Paniel Payne died. and the farm w~~
sold at Trustees* sale# the executors
buying it in, thus making; It a part of
the Payne estate. Mr. Payne's heir^»s.
Betty Payne, became the wife in 1M">
of I)r. William Wirt, son of the WilliamWirt, distinguished lawyer, who
was born at Bladensburgr, attended
school in tJe.orgetown and RockviilC/
and boarded with Samuel W. Ma
crruder. who lived in a house called
Boeust <Jrove. stiil standing. on tli
' oad leadinc from Beane. on the eld
tleortrctown-Rockville road, to Bell's
nun. on < ;iom jonn creek, in IMS the
Washington farm was sold bv Or. ami
Mrs. Wirt to John F. Wilson of Maryland.whose son. John E.. married
Miss Hetty Washington, a grand

daughterof William Augustine Washington.The farm, less than a certain
are-, bought by the I'nited States, remainsin possession of Mrs. Wilson,widow.

* * *

cpHK government bought,a efrlp for
an avenue leading from a long ,

pier which it built out into th'e TV
tomac at the mouth of Bridges
creek, and past the Washington
cemetery to the site of the birthplace
house. There it bought a small piece
of land for the monument, covering
the site of ^he vanished house and
its garden. The costly pier was
never of any use. The landing place
w as difficult for river steamboats, and

..la steamboat captain yeatst ago told .
The Star man that the government

I made regulations that were so un- t.
satisfactory to steamboat tuen that
they refused to stop at that wharf. -v_

i.i uimi only me piles remained.and u ithin the past feu years
I i'-e. carried along by the wind andtide, has removed.-the piles. Nobody
uses the roadway, which the (rover"|ment inclosed with wire fencing
feivons visiting the site of the hirtlti(dace house usually <ro from FredierieUsburg or from Colonial Reachand. striking the state highway front r
Fredericksburg to Mon rose at Oak' v

Grove, follow that for a dtile and *
half and then turn east for a mile
and three-quarters along the privateroad of the Wilsons, passing the Wil- ~

| son house and coming to the monu
ment. Then, perhaps, they may to I- "

low the government's; birthplace lam
north to the cemetery, returning tothe birthplace and then starting bach
over the Wilson lands to the stat*-' ."
road along the "neck." The propoaiT'~~ : i

- i- "«»
} elIti .

' *'
< -

* ^ ~

*,-... -nfas-; - l
" <«£-* * "

m>-- >* >-v.

XTV. g

tion is that the government shallbuilda good road from the stai<
highway to the Washington birth- j
place, about a mile and three -quarters .

The origin and significance of tile *

name "Wakefield" are obscure. It i.nearlyalways written that George
Washington was born at Wakefie tl
yet Washington never knew the place i
by that name. In his time it was th. -4

Popes Creek farm, or the home on ...

Popes creek. It is believed that the
name "Wakefield" was given the
farm by George Washing:on's nephew

Another toml) is that of "John I
Washington, eldest son of Capt. LawrenceWashington." Other inscriptive V
matter on this stone is not legible,
but one can make out, "Also Mildred
Washington, eldest daughter of satd *'

Washington, who died ye 1st dav of "

August. 1696." Another stone Ilf inscribed."Col. John Washington of
Warton. England. died Jan. ., 1677." i

It was' in 1696 that the government
built the monument at the birthplace. <

built the wharf which nobody used . i
and which has been destroyed, and . m
built the road which very few per- r
sons use. because it starts "from no- > »

where".that la. from the river - .y
shore where there is ao wharf. v j

'Augustine# son). William Augustine
Washington, for on his death he bequeaths"Wakefield to his son, George
Corbin Washington."

In this neighborhood are many
solemn and historic snots. There is
the Washington family buria! lot.
For years those graves lay out uninclosedin an open lleld. There was
a vault in this lot. It had been dug
in the earth, bricked up and arch <1
over, either flush with the surface
of the ground, or it may have been ., ,

a little higher than the ground. The
top of that arch was broken in and
nearly filled with earth. The fewflatgravestones in the weeds and
bushes were cracked in many places
aaid directions. Mr. Wilson put- a
fence about the lot and had it
cleaned up. He kept a fence around
the lot until a patriotic Society, the
Society of Colonial Darrew of Virginia,did what could be done to restorethe gravestones and built a

'

stone wall about the cemetery. Ot)e
fiat gravestone is incribed: "In mem- '*

ory of Augustine Washington, father '

of General Washington, born in the
year 1694; died May .. 1743. This
diuiic in itidiTU nrrr uv inc ruciry
of the Colonial Dames of America in
the state of Virginia."

It is not known that George Wash- '

ington's father Is buried in this lot.
but it Is. believed that he is. Mary
Washington, the mother, is buried
at Fredericksburg, within the originalgrounds of Kenmore. the home
of her daughter Betty, wife of MaJ.
Fielding I>ewis. Another gravestone
in the Washington lot is inscribed:

Her«>-lyes ,ve body of Jin*, wife of AucuitineWashington. Born at ropes Greek. Va..
Westmoreland eonnty, ye _'l ef Xber. tHVf. and "£
died ye -'11ti of 9oher. 1729. 'Who left behind,het ito sons and one daughter. V

This lady was the first wife of
George Washington's father and the i
mother of Lawrence Washington of"*'
Mount Vernon. Her old home. Bleak
Hall., is about two miles from the 3
cemetery.

urASmXGTOX IRVING -peaks of
the birthplace of Washington on

Bridges creek, and in other places in
this little history it is referred to as the
Popes creek farm. The monument is j
close to Popes creek and about a mile
from Bridges creek. And you should j
bear in mind that there are two "Popes
creeks" in the vicinity of the Capital;
one in Maryland, which is probably the
better known, and one in Virginia, about
fifteen miles below the Maryland creek, j
There is no doubt that the house in
which Georeo Washington was born was

on Popes creek, but George Washing-
ton's father, Augustine, was the third
generation from the immigrant John
Washington, who settled on these lands,
and ft is believed that the first Wash-
Inortnn Viauca mov Viovp llPPIl DTI RridcP.S
creek. A number of years ago a Star
man, after talking: with a number of per-
sons who had given thought to the sub- I
ject, set down this:
There is considerable conjecture as to the

site of the house in which John Washington
the immigrant, dwelt. There is stroug presumptionthat Washington the iJrent was not
born in the house which the first John Washingtonmade his home. Washington's birthplaceis variously written of as h?ing on.
Bridges creek and Popes creek.. One would
incline to think that these were two names

for one creek. Bridges creek lies between a

mile and a mile and a half above, ^r northwestof Popes creek. The Washington burial
ground and the family vault are on' high
ground above Bridges creek. The national
monument marking the birthhouse site is dose
to the bank of Popes creek. The house
marker and the family burial ground are a

mile apart. Such a condition was unusual in
early colonial times. The private burial
ground was, as a rule, not far from the
dwelling and in ' most instances was but*a
few rods distant. Not far from the Washingtoncemetery and on an elevated grouud
above Bridges creek is a spot on which long
ago there was a human habitation. The

*1,. t/.l 1 Hitii tlin i-liu nii'tur nf »l,n


